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A LITTLE MORE MONEY FOR ROAD MAINTENANCE 
 

The chancellor has announced an immediate £420m cash boost for local authority highway 

maintenance budgets with millions more for local transport projects. In his Budget speech, Philip 

Hammond announced that the Government will allocate £420m to local authorities during the 

current financial year ‘to tackle potholes, repair damaged roads, and invest in keeping bridges 

open and safe’ 

 

FILLING POT HOLES 
 

Wolverhampton Council has cut disruption on its roads by using a Velocity Patcher to fill potholes 

on roads across the city at speed. It has been trialling the approach, 

which involves patching roads by forcing material into the pothole under 

high pressure. The hose is initially used to blast the pothole with air, to 

clear out dirt, debris and water. Then using a blend of bitumen and 

chippings that are passed through a hose at high speed each repair can be 

completed in a matter of minutes, costing less than half of a traditional 

patch method but with the same repair guarantee period.  

 

NEED TOP BE MORE SPECIFIC 
 

The new Highway Code will highlight how to avoid the dangers of close passing a cyclist, and 

encourage people to adopt the ‘Dutch reach’, a method of opening a car door with the hand 

furthest from the handle, to force drivers to look over their shoulder for cyclists and other passing 

traffic. All very well however to add these things but will it really have any appreciable effect? One 

can only hope that when the new highway code arrives it will be much more prescriptive and 

meaningful rather than just saying for example “give cyclists plenty of room when passing” which 

actually says nothing rather like just saying “slow down” – what does that really mean? It must be 

more specific. 
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YOUNG DRIVER FOCUS 2019 

 

The 2019 Young Driver Focus will again be held at the Royal Automobile Club on London’s Pall Mall, 

London on Wednesday 1 May 2019. This event is jointly organised by 

Road Safety GB, FirstCar, and the RAC Foundation, in association 

with the young driver insurer ingenie, the headline sponsor for the 

event. Now in its sixth year, Young Driver Focus has become part of 

the road safety calendar for road safety professionals seeking to 

learn more about young drivers; how they think and behave, and how 

to address the challenge of reducing casualties caused by this most vulnerable road user group. 

 

Themes and topics under consideration for YDF 2019 include: 

 

 The role of virtual reality in hazard perception and young driver training 

 Automated vehicles – what are the implications for new driver training? 

 Graduated driver licensing – what can we learn from other parts of the world? 

 Young drivers – what do young people think road safety professionals could/should be doing to 

enhance their safety? 

 Social media – is there a role for social media in helping deliver messages to young drivers and their 

passengers? 

 Mobile phone use by young drivers 

 

To book for this event http://youngdriverfocus.org.uk/delegate-registration/ 

 

 

ACUTE SLEEP DEPRIVATION AND RISK OF MOTOR VEHICLE CRASH INVOLVEMENT 

  

The results of a new study by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety based in Washington into sleep 

deprivation and road crashes has found that drivers who 

usually sleep for less than 5 hours daily, drivers who have 

slept for less than 7 hours in the past 24 hours, and drivers 

who have slept for 1 or more hours less than their usual 

amount of sleep in the past 24 hours have significantly 

elevated crash rates.  

 

Experts recommend that healthy adults should sleep for 7-9 

hours daily; teens and young adults, people who are ill, and 

people who are recovering from lack of sleep may require 

more sleep  

 

Previous AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety research has 

estimated that 7% of all crashes in which a vehicle was 

towed from a scene, 13% of all crashes that result in 

hospital admission, and 16-21% of all fatal crashes involve a 

drowsy driver. There is however little scientific research 

that measures the relationship between specific amounts of sleep deprivation and crash risk 

amongst the general driving population. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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BRITAIN’S PERSISTENTLY HIGHER RISK ROADS (2011-13 AND 2014-16) 

 

 

British EuroRAP has published its 2018 results for 

the UK under the title of “Getting Back on 

Track” The Road Safety Foundation produces this 

annual report which tracks the UK’s road safety 

performance across thousands of individual road 

sections. 

 

The level of risk is calculated by comparing the 

frequency of road crashes resulting in death and 

serious injury on each stretch of road with how 

much traffic it is carrying. The 2018 report 

identifies 40 persistently higher risk roads which 

‘must be addressed with urgency’ the cost of 

which is estimated to be approximately £75m. 

The report says further sustained annual 

expenditure of £75m per year over the next five 

years could address the ‘appalling’ rate of death 

and serious injury across two thirds of the 

‘unacceptably high-risk roads’. 

 

In terms of regions, the risk of death and serious 

injury is highest in the South East (26 fatal and 

serious crashes per billion vehicle kilometres) 

and lowest in the West Midlands (17). 

 

Risk on single carriageway ‘A’ roads is highest in 

the South East (60) and lowest in Scotland (34), 

while risk on motorways is highest in the South 

East and the East of England (7) and lowest in 

the North East (3). 

 

11% of local authority roads by length are high 

risk or medium-high risk and as such have 

unacceptably high levels of risk. These roads 

carry 7% of local authority traffic. 

 

The table shows the 10 higher risk roads where 

urgent action needs to be taken in order to 

reduce the risk of death and/or serious injury. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/docu

ments/latest-uploads/ 
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THE RAC ANNUAL REPORT ON MOTORIST 2108 

 

The RAC Annual report on Motorist is one of the most authorities’ documents providing a focus on 

what the public feel about a number of issues and is used constantly for references etc when 

writing articles, presentations or reporting to the media. The views of the UK’s approximately 40m 

motorists are of the utmost importance to politicians, local authorities and the motor industry 

when it comes to developing policies and plans for the future. The report this year highlights the 

growing frustation amongst motorists particularly 

in terms of road maintenance. 

 

The 2018 Report on Motoring provides a detailed 

picture of drivers’ attitudes and opinions on 

important topics – from understanding the 

continuing role the car plays in so many people’s 

lives to the condition and maintenance of the UK’s 

roads and the behaviour of other road users. The 

Report also compares the most recent findings 

with those from previous annual Reports on 

Motoring in order to highlight changes and trends 

in motorists’ views. The research contained within 

the Report is based on interviews conducted with a 

representative sample of more than 1,800 drivers 

from across the UK. 

 

The top concern among motorists is now the 

condition and maintenance of local roads. The 

state of local roads – in particular, road surface 

quality and the presence of potholes – has become 

the most frequently cited concern among Britain’s 

motorists. This year, 42% of motorists say the condition and maintenance of local roads is one of 

their four main concerns, a significant rise on the 33% recorded in 2017. Almost one in five drivers 

(17%) say this issue is their number-one concern. Meanwhile, 78% of motorists believe the state of 

both local and strategic roads – major dual carriageways and motorways – is ‘generally poor’; 66% 

say the condition of their local roads has deteriorated in the past 12 months, while 40% say the 

same of major roads. The majority of drivers (83%) would like to see a proportion of the motoring 

taxes they pay ring-fenced to fund maintenance of local roads. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

SCOTLAND CASUALTY FIGURES MAKE GOOD READING FOR 2017 

 

The total number of casualties fell to a record low in Scotland during 2017. 

 

The statistics highlight a 14% fall in total casualties between 2016 and 2017 – from 10,905 to 9,428. 

The 2017 casualty figure is also 26% lower than 2012 (12,712) and 42% lower than 2007 (16,239). 

The figures also show there were 146 road deaths in 2017 – down by 24% from 191 in 2016. The 

number of people seriously injured also fell by 6% to 1,589.  
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NEW TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR THE CITY 

OF LONDON 

 

The City of London Corporation has unveiled 

new plans to tackle air quality, road danger 

and congestion – including the introduction of 

a 15mph speed limit across the Square Mile. 

The strategy includes the implementation of 

a 15mph speed limit, subject to approval by 

the DfT which is designed to ‘reduce the 

likelihood and severity of collisions’. The 

strategy also prioritises the needs of 

pedestrians – with vehicles that do not have a 

final destination in the City directed away 

from pedestrian priority areas. It outlines 

support for the next generation in road user 

charging for Central London – as part of a 

range of measures to reduce motor traffic 

levels by 25% by 2030 and 50% by 2044. The 

strategy also addresses accessibility for 

people with mobility needs, on street 

security, improving the cycling experience, 

electric vehicle charging infrastructure and 

emerging technology. 

 

SCOTLAND TRANSPORT BILL 

 

A national ban on pavement parking would 

send out a clear message that pavements are 

for people – according to Living Streets 

Scotland. The Scottish Parliament is currently 

considering new legislation to help make the 

nation’s transport network ‘cleaner, smarter 

and more accessible than ever before’ – 

including a ban on pavement and double 

parking. The Transport (Scotland) Bill also 

focuses on low-emission zones, road works 

and bus services. 

 
 

DELAY IN TOUGHER SENTENCES FOR 

DRIVERS WHO WILFULLY KILL UNDER FIRE  

 

Last year, the Government announced it 

would introduce tougher sentences for drivers 

who cause death by dangerous driving, or 

cause death by careless driving while under 

the influence of drink or drugs. On 15th 

October 2017, the Ministry of Justice 

announced plans for such drivers to face life  

 

in prison. However many road safety 

campaigners are frustrated about the time it 

is taking to make changes to the law.  

 

Joshua Harris, director of campaigns for 

Brake, said:  

 

“It is completely unacceptable that these 

new tougher sentences have not yet been 

implemented. The Government needs to 

focus its attention on the issues which 

matter most to road safety - delivering 

justice for road crash victims and keeping 

dangerous drivers off our roads. The 

intentions behind the ongoing cycling 

offences review are sound but the 

prioritisation of this issue ahead of 

dangerous drivers is illogical and simply 

putting the cart before the horse. Drivers 

who kill or seriously injure all too often 

receive lenient sentences. By delaying the 

introduction of new tougher sentences, the 

Government is causing further suffering to 

families who have lost loved ones in road 

crashes. The Government must implement 

these tougher sentences as first priority 

delivering on their promise to road crash 

victims, and then initiate a review of the 

flawed legal framework for road justice.” 

 

Shipley Conservative MP Philip Davies said  

 

"I am a hardliner and we do need tougher 

sentences, but to be fair it takes some 

considerable time for legislation to go 

through parliament.” 

 

Justice Minister Rory Stewart said  

 

The Government would “bring forward 

proposals for changes in the law as soon as 

parliamentary time allows.” 

 

A Ministry of Justice spokesperson said 

 

 “Killer drivers ruin lives and the government 

is committed to making sure that the courts 

have sufficient powers to deal with driving 

offences appropriately and proportionately.” 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
01903 506095 |graham@grahamfeest.com 

www.grahamfeest.com 



6 

 

  

 

RECOVERY PATROLS ARE IN DANGER 

 

The UK’s three largest breakdown organisations have joined forces to call for enhanced motorway 

safety rules to protect recovery patrols and other road users. The RAC, 

AA and Green Flag have written to Jesse Norman MP, road safety 

minister, calling for the introduction of a ‘slow down, move over’ rule 

when drivers pass a broken down vehicle, or a recovery vehicle with 

flashing amber beacons. The call follows several serious incidents 

involving vehicle recovery staff – including the death of an RAC roadside 

technician. 

 

The three organisations are committed to work together on this issue 

and all have strengthened their resolve to prevent similar incidents in 

the future.  

 

They are looking for changes to the Highway Code along with a DfT 

campaign highlighting the dangers faced by patrols and members of the 

public whose vehicles have broken down at the roadside. The AA has 

previously written to the Minster suggesting changes to the Highway 

Code ahead of the new laws which enable learner drivers to have 

lessons on motorways to no avail. 

  

 

RETRAINING COURSES REVIEWED AND UPDATED 

 

Three of the re-education courses for traffic offenders have been updated, following a review of 

content and delivery methods. The review was conducted by UKROEd – the organisation responsible 

for the National Speed Awareness Course and other driver education courses for low-end offenders 

across the UK. 

 

Key changes include the introduction of 

new versions of the National Speed 

Awareness, ‘What’s Driving Us’ and ‘Safe, 

Considerate Driving’ courses. The courses 

are based on the latest research and have 

undergone ‘robust and extensive’ 

evaluation. 

 

A streamlining of the courses on offer sees 

an end to the current ‘NSAC 20’ 20mph speed awareness course and the ‘Driving 4 Change’ course. 

 

Information relating to 20mph speed awareness will be included within the standard National Speed 

Awareness Course, and people who may previously have been offered ‘Driving 4 Change’ may now 

be offered the ‘What’s Driving Us’ course. 

 

The new National Speed Awareness Course features a series of specially commissioned videos and 

animations – including a six-minute video tackling speed and stopping distances. In addition, all 

courses will be centrally monitored to ensure consistency and quality across all providers. 
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DRIVING AND EYESIGHT 

 

DVLA figures indicate that nearly 50,000 motorists had 

their licence revoked or refused between 2012 and 2016 

due to poor vision. 

 

Meanwhile a survey involving more than 2,500 GEM 

Motoring Assist Members, 75% support mandatory eye 

testing for anyone returning to driving following a court 

ban or medical revocation – with 71% also in favour of 

requiring a current eye test certificate to be provided 

at the time of renewing a photo card licence. 

 

Neil Worth, GEM road safety officer, said:  

 

“If you can’t see properly, you shouldn’t be 

driving. Poor eyesight is linked to more than 

3,000 casualties every year. We are worried 

that there are just too many people driving 

whose eyesight has deteriorated to an 

unacceptable level. We believe it is entirely 

practical and sensible to require a test of 

visual acuity and field of view every 10 years, 

something that would fit in with licence 

renewal. Tests of this kind would not only 

make our roads safer but would also play a 

vital role in the early diagnosis of many other 

costly medical conditions, irrespective of 

driving. The time has come to accept that the 

current driver eyesight test simply isn’t fit for 

purpose. Self-certification is not acceptable 

for drivers, especially as more and more 

people expect to stay behind the wheel into 

their eighties and beyond.” 

 

There would appear to be wide support that we should lower the drink drive limit from its current 

level and it would seem that some kind of regular eyesight test for driving ranks very highly in 

support from the publics. 

  

CALL TO PHASE OUT PETROL AND DIESAL CARS BY 2032  

 

MPs on the Business Select Committee have called for the phase out of petrol and diesel vehicles to 

be brought forward by eight years. The committee said the 

Government's current target of 2040 to make all new 

vehicles ‘effectively’ zero emission was vague and 

insufficient' and called for 'clear, precise target for new 

sales of cars and vans to be truly zero emission by 2032. 

The recently announced sudden and substantial cuts to the 

Plug-in Grant Scheme have been criticised. 

  

The Government has announced that from 9th November 

2018 the grant rate for Category 1 vehicles will move from 

£4,500 to £3,500 and Category 2 and 3 vehicles will no 

longer be eligible for the grant. MPs have however 

recommended that purchase support for EVs should be maintained at the October 2018 levels until 

the cost of EVs nears price parity with conventional vehicles thought to be around mid-2020s. 

 

The MP’s also wish to see Electric vehicles receiving preferential Vehicle Excise Duty rates and 

preferential rates on company car tax should be brought forward 'without delay' 
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BREATH TEST DOWN ONCE AGAIN 

 

The number of breath test carried out on drivers in 2017 by Police Officers Police in England and 

Wales fell to its lowest level since data collection began in 2002. 

 

The Police Powers and Procedures report for 2017 shows that 325,887 breath tests were 

administered down from 381,746 in 2016 and representing a year-

on-year fall of 15%. The Home Office report, Police Powers and 

Procedures, England and Wales, year ending 31 March 2018 says the 

2017 figure continues the downward trend seen since the peak of 

670,023 breath tests in 2009. Meanwhile the breathalyser firm 

Alcosense points out that at the same time fatal road crashes 

involving illegal alcohol levels have risen by 30% year-on-year. 

 

The report shows that from 2014 to 2017, there has been a ‘gradual 

increase’ in the proportion of breath tests that were positive or 

refused from 11% to 14%. We are now have around 4% of drivers 

breathalysed after a crash being over the limit which is the highest proportion in 10 years. However 

only 44% of drivers involved in a crash are actually being tested compared with 56% 10 years ago. 

 

Adding to the debate Young drivers are six and a half times more likely to be involved in a drink-

drive related collision than someone in their 40s new analysis suggests. Insurethebox says its 

analysis provides a timely reminder for young drivers to refrain from drinking and driving. The 

telematics insurer also says the majority of drink drive penalties occur in the early hours of 

Saturdays and Sundays times that are proven to be the most dangerous for young drivers. The 

analysis based on insurethebox claims data shows collision risk ‘increases threefold’ at night for 

under 25-year-olds compared to a 50% increase among drivers over that age. 

 

A copy of the report from The Home Office - Police Powers and Procedures, England and Wales, 

year ending 31 March 2018can be found at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

NEW DRIVING INSTRUCTOR EVENT 

 

Two of the leading names within the driving 

instructor sector have teamed up to launch a 

new conference and expo. Jointly organised by 

the ADINJC and Intelligent Instructor the free-

to-attend event will take place at the Heart of 

England Conference Centre, Coventry on 6th 

October 2019. 

 

The event will replace the well-established ADINJC national conference. The new ADINJC & 

Intelligent Instructor Conference & Expo aims to become the UK’s premier event for driving 

instructors. The conference itself will feature a wide range of seminars and workshops, covering 

topics including business growth, coaching and teaching, lesson planning, marketing and standards 

checks. The Expo will feature more than 40 industry trade suppliers demonstrating their latest 

products and services, and providing an opportunity for ADIs to see what’s new on the market. 
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DRIVERS APPEAR LACKING IN SOME BASIC INFORMATION 

 

A survey conducted by IAM RoadSmart, found that many drivers have a real lack of awareness of the 

rules of the road, putting themselves and others in danger.  

 

 More than 50% admitted their road 

knowledge was so poor, they didn't 

recognise the roundabout sign.  

 More than two-thirds of drivers 

admitted they had no understanding 

of the two second rule. 

 Some 68% of drivers were unaware of 

the two-second following distance in 

dry weather, with 53% confusing this 

for two car lengths. This results in a 

gap of less than a third of a second 

when travelling at 60mph, for an 

average-sized family car. 

 Only 43% correctly recognised the 

Highway Code 'dual carriageway ends' 

sign, with respondents aged between 

17 and 39 being the largest group to 

answer this incorrectly. 

 Almost half (48%) were unaware that 

the first thing you need to do when 

arriving at a scene of a serious crash 

is to warn others of the danger by 

turning on hazard lights. 

 Over half were not able to identify 

that a circle shaped sign 

demonstrates traffic signs that give 

orders – a crucial piece of information 

when on the road. Drivers aged 70 

onwards statistically scored below 

average on this question. 

 Two-thirds of those surveyed 

admitted they were unable to 

recognise the colour of the reflective 

studs between a motorway and its 

slip road, with only one in five (20%) 

of those aged 17 to 39 answering 

correctly that they are green. 
 

With the constant call for drivers to be reassessed periodically, perhaps the actual driving skill is 

not the real problem but basic knowledge which underpins the driving task which needs to be  

updated? 
 

GRAHAM FEEST CONSULTANCY 2019 
 

Continuing the programme of Safer Roads Safer Vehicles Safer Road Users and Safer Speeds 2019 
confirmed events to date with the Midlands, North West and Eastern Regions to be announced 
shortly. These events are accredited for the purposes of CPD by SoRSA.  
 

Details building at https://www.grahamfeest.com 
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REGIONAL DELIVERY PARTNERSHIPS 

 

Highways England has announced the 13 contractors that have secured places on its Regional 

Delivery Partnership frameworks covering £8.7bn worth of 

work in total. The deals, developed under the Routes to 

Market programme also provide incentives for companies 

to produce better outcomes under the contract, including:  
 

 Shorter duration and more accurate management of roadworks to help drivers better plan their 

journeys and experience predictable journey times 

 Buying more efficiently and buying locally - using the capability of a region to benefit the region 

 Encouraging innovation, for example lighting and signs designed to need less maintenance, reducing 

disruption and improving road worker safety 

 Reduced road noise and increased environmental benefits 

 

The 13 companies known as Delivery Integration Partners will develop, design and construct 

highway projects across England from 2019 through to 2024. 

 

Lot 1 – South West & Midlands - £200m – two 

partners: Geoffrey Osborne Ltd; and Griffiths 

/ Farrans Joint Venture (Alun Griffiths 

(Construction) Ltd and Northstone (NI) 

Limited trading as Farrans Construction) 

Lot 2 – South East & East - £350m - two 

partners: John Graham Construction Ltd; and 

Volker Fitzpatrick Ltd 

Lot 3 – North West, North East, Yorkshire & 

Humber - £200m - two partners: Amey Sir 

Robert McAlpine Joint Venture (Amey OW Ltd 

and Sir Robert McAlpine Ltd); and North 

Midland Construction Plc 

Lot 4 – South West - £800m - two partners: 

Galliford Try Infrastructure Ltd; and Taylor 

Woodrow 

Lot 5 – Midlands - £1,250m - two partners: 

BAM Nuttall Ltd; and Skanska Construction UK 

Ltd 

Lot 6 – South East - £1,100m - two partners: 

BAM Nuttall Ltd; and Balfour Beatty Civil 

Engineering Ltd 

Lot 7 – East - £2,800m - three partners: 

Costain Ltd; Galliford Try Infrastructure Ltd; 

and Skanska Construction UK Ltd 

Lot 8 – North West, North East, Yorkshire & 

Humber - £2,000m - three partners: Balfour 

Beatty Civil Engineering Ltd; Costain Ltd; and 

Kier Highways Ltd 

 

The work is arranged into 18 Packages of schemes, awarded in bands of up to £100m (lots 1 to 3) 

and over £100m (lots 4 to 8). 

 

 

RISE IN LONDON FIXED PENALTY NOTICES 

 

The number of penalty charge notices (PCNs) issued by London’s highway authorities rose by 10% 

during the last financial year. New statistics issued by London 

Councils show that the capital’s boroughs and Transport for 

London (TfL) issued a total of 5,616,402 PCNs for parking and 

moving traffic contraventions in 2017-18 with fines of up to 

£130.  
 

It said this represented an increase of almost 10% compared to 

2016/17 (5,132,31) 
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GRADUATED LICENSING (GDL) 

Rob Tillier is the Founder/Director of Accelerate Driver Training Solutions Ltd and 
shares some of his thoughts following on the 2017 Road Casualty Figures 

 

“The latest published road safety statistics 
will undoubtedly cause much concern, 
consternation and head-rubbing as 
organisations and individuals try to come up 

with a solution to the 
continuing issue of negligible 
reduction in road deaths 
year on year.” 

 
 
I am particularly interested in reducing casualties in crashes caused by Young Drivers. It is 
something of good news that the number of deaths and serious injuries in this age group have 
decreased but one has to note that the population in that age range has decreased by 3% since the 
2010-14 average and that may account for some of that reduction.   
 
The BBC News article of 27th Sept 2018 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-45627115 
prompted me to think once again about Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL).  There are industry 
professionals who are strong advocates and why would 
they not be?  After all such an approach has proven to 
reduce casualties in both USA and New Zealand as 
examples.  And indeed an RAC Foundation report earlier 
this year estimated 281 fewer people a year would be 
killed or seriously injured if GDLs were introduced in 
England, Wales and Scotland. However, such a scheme has 
its downsides and I am of a similar way of thinking as 
Trudy Harrison, Conservative MP who is "not in favour of 
all aspects of the graduated driving licence". 
 
Some examples she gives are of young parents with their 
children in the car or people who work outside normal 
hours. She would like to see better tuition for learner 
drivers, cheaper insurance on safer cars - and even 
suggests virtual reality technology as a way to help hazard 
perception. To my mind GDL focuses on the outcome in a 
negative way i.e. prohibit young people from putting 
themselves in situations which might cause them to crash.  
Not all young drivers are crazy, in fact most are not but 
they all get tarred with the same brush. Personally, I think 
we should start at the other end of the spectrum – a point which is highlighted by Trudy Harrison, 
better tuition for learner drivers. 
 
The biggest issue I see is that driving instructors generally do not tackle the very issues which cause 
96% of young driver crashes – the attitudes and behaviours.  There are a number of charities (Brake, 
Good Egg, The Honest Truth as examples) who provide resources and some who provide 
interventions, but they are only able to get to very small pockets of people. What’s needed is a 
greater commitment from driver trainers to focus on what matters, DVSA to insist that driver 
trainers do just that and government to enforce attitudes and behaviour interventions as an 
essential part of any learner driver programme.  After all, they do it after the event (Speed 
Awareness, Drink/Drug Driving rehabilitation).  So, why not limit the chance of the event happening 
through prior education?      
 
Rob Tillier is the Founder/Director of Accelerate Driver Training Solutions Ltd which previously 
dealt with all aspects of driver training for young drivers – theory to IAM or RoSPA Advanced Test 
but most importantly attitudes and behaviours.  The company is transitioning to a Community 
Interest Company trading as Safer Young Drivers and will provide attitude & behaviour interventions 
to 14-19 year olds in schools, colleges and youth groups as examples. Rob and accelerate have 
received many awards for services to Young Driver Safety including a Lynda Chalker Award in 2016. 
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INSURANCE – PAY AS YOU GO/PAY BY TIME 

 

It is estimated that the vehicle which you own or use spends as much as 90% of its time static either 

in a driveway, car park or not moving on the street. 

So it is nothing new that many have been saying for 

some time now that both vehicle duty and insurance 

should be charged in accordance with its use. It has 

always been considered a fairly simple thing to do 

when it comes to road fund licence as it could be 

collected via the fuel used which may also have the 

added benefit of getting drivers to adopt more eco-

friendly and safe practices. 

 

Your insurance cover, whilst not impossible to set up in a similar way seems, to have moved some 

way to achieving a pay as you use approach. New technology "insuretech" is starting to make 

insurance cheaper on everything from bicycles to golf clubs, jewellery to musical instruments and 

pay by the mile when it comes to using a vehicle. 

 

How does it work? 

 

Firstly you pay a fixed fee that covers the issues of fire and theft plus a “black Box” which 

monitors. The journeys made. Then in accordance with the mileage driven (and the 

example quoted is 3.4 pence per mile is charged. At the end of each journey you are 

notified of the cost. 

 

By Miles - believes most people driving less than 7,000 miles a year are likely to pay less than they 

would with a conventional policy. Typically that will be city-dwellers rather than those who live in 

the countryside. 

 

Another way to save money is to pay according to the time you spend driving. So, you can now buy 

car insurance by the hour, the day, the week or the month. This could be useful if you want to 

drive your partner's car, or give a friend a lift home from the pub. But it is especially handy if you 

are a student, and perhaps want to drive your parents' car in the holidays. 

 

How does this work? 

 

Having signed up, motorists send a picture of their driving licence, as well as a selfie with 

the car they want to drive. Buying an hour's insurance costs roughly £10, with day cover 

costing between £20 and £30. However, anyone who drives more than a couple of times 

each month is likely to find it cheaper to buy a conventional annual policy. 

 

Cuvva who provide this package does not supply black boxes to monitor whether you have stopped 

driving by the time the cover expires. That leaves them open to criticism that motorists may drive 

faster to get to their destination, or even continue driving without insurance. Drivers do get a 15-

minute warning before the policy expires, and they can then pull over and extend the cover. 
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DRIVING IN BUS LANES 

 

A Confused.com said freedom of information requests revealed that authorities handed out 888,760 

bus lane fines last year and collected nearly £42m in penalties last year from motorists caught 

driving in bus lanes. 
 

The Local Government Association (LGA) said  
 

Money from fines for traffic offences was 

spent on local transport improvements and 

help to keep pedestrians, motorists and 

cyclists safe and enable people to park near 

their homes. Traffic enforcement cameras 

help to ensure public transport, such as buses 

and trams, operates efficiently reduces 

congestion and keeps roads safe and flowing 

freely for road users. Councils make no 

apology for enforcing the law and if any 

motorist believes they have been fined 

unfairly, then they have the right to appeal 

against it. 'The fact that over 99% of parking 

and bus lanes fines are not appealed clearly 

shows that the overwhelming majority of 

people who are ticketed accept that they 

have broken the rules. 

 

Oxford High Street was the most penalty-heavy road, generating £1.41 million in penalties while 

Glasgow City Council handed out the most fines, raising £6,524,100. 

 

ANNUAL SAFETY CULTURE SURVEY 

 

The fourth annual Safety Culture Survey published by IAM RoadSmart from the views of over 2,000 

drivers about their worries, fears and attitudes has shown that traffic congestion is the top concern 

and drivers engaged in social media on the move is seen as the biggest risk to personal safety. 
 

More than three-quarters (76%) of those surveyed said that congestion is a bigger problem than three years 

ago, followed by mobile phone usage (73%). The third biggest concern was aggressive drivers, which more than 

a third (68%) of respondents said was a bigger problem than in 2015.  
 

However motorists feel ‘a serious threat’ to their safety while driving is 

drivers checking or updating their social media or texting ranked first, 

with 93%. Other major concerns were people driving after using illegal 

drugs (91%) and after drinking alcohol (90%), drivers speeding on 

residential streets (89%), talking on mobile phones (89%) and ignoring red 

lights (88%). 

 

In terms of drivers’ attitudes, 48% of respondents said driving at 10mph 

over the limit on a motorway was acceptable, while 45% believe it is 

‘alright’ to talk on a hands-free mobile phone.23% of respondents said 

they were willing to drive at five miles an hour over the limit in a 

residential street, 11% said they would drive without a seatbelt and 9% 

said they would drive at 5mph over the limit near a school. 

 

Talking about their own bad habits, 5% admitted they regularly talked on a 

mobile phone while driving, with 4% confessing to have regularly driven while feeling drowsy or tired. 

 

When asked what traffic police should make a top priority, drink and drug driving was significantly the biggest 

choice (59%), followed by drivers using hand-held mobile phones (12%) and speeding on local roads (10%). 

 

A copy of the report can be found at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
 

 Sharing the Roads with Cyclists 

 

The Department for Transport has helped 

fund a project being led by The Bikeability 

Trust who are aiming to help ADIs prepare 

drivers for sharing the road with cyclists. In 

the coming months a range of cycle 

awareness learning resources will be 

developed by cycling and driving instructors 

and piloted with ADIs. 
 

 Crossing the Road on a Phone! 

 

Lithuanians will face fines of up to 40 euros if 

caught crossing the street while using mobile 

devices. Under new laws pedestrians can be 

fined between 20 and 40 euros for such 

offences. In addition, amendments were also 

made to the country’s Highway Code which 

will require motorists to stop not only for 

pedestrians already on a crossing but also for 

those waiting to cross. The government 

claims that the amendments are aimed at 

improving the safety of pedestrians who 

account for one-fifth of all road deaths in 

Lithuania. In 2017, 68 pedestrians were 

fatally injured in traffic and another 42 were 

killed during the first eight months of 2018 

which includes 11 at crossings. 
 

 Minister for Road Safety  

 

Roads minister Jesse Norman has been 

promoted to Minister of State at the 

Department for Transport (DfT), replacing Jo 

Johnson. Mr Norman will be replaced as 

parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the 

DfT by Andrew Jones. However Mr Norman 

will retain the roads portfolio, while Mr Jones 

will take over responsibility for rail a brief 

previously covered by Mr Johnson. 
 

 Jaywalking 

 

In Malta Road safety experts have backed a 

judge's call for 'jaywalking' to be made 

illegal, to crack down on pedestrians 

dangerously or haphazardly crossing roads. 

Jaywalking – crossing the road in an unsafe 

manner – is illegal in many countries including 

France, Poland and Portugal, but not in 

Malta, although the Highway Code says 

pedestrians should not cross the road at any 

other point where there is a subway or 

pedestrian crossing within 50 metres. 
 

 Falling Asleep at the Wheel 

 

One in eight UK drivers admit to falling asleep 

at the wheel according to recent research by 

the AA. Almost two fifths say they have been 

so tired they’ve been scared they will fall 

asleep while driving. The latest road casualty 

statistics show drowsy drivers contributed to 

53 fatal and 351 serious crashes in 2017. The 

true figure is likely to be much higher — the 

AA estimates that 25% of fatal collisions are 

caused by drivers asleep at the wheel. 

 

 Don’t be a Pedestrian in Rome 
 

Rome, is solidifying its status of one of the 

deadliest cities in Europe for pedestrians, 

with poor infrastructure, inadequate public 

transport, a lack of law enforcement officials 

on the streets all contributing to a high death 

toll. Italian media have reported that Rome 

has seen at least 1,300 road crashes involving 

pedestrians so far this year with at least 43 

having been killed. The report said that the 

total number of collisions has risen each of 

the last four years. On just one weekend in 

October, for example, three separate 

collisions in Rome took a pedestrian's life 

each. Italy's National Statistics Institute 

reported that the rate of increase of road 

deaths for Lazio, the region that includes 

Rome is in the middle range compared to 

other Italian regions. But the percentage of 

crashes that involve at least one death -- 

more than six per 100,000 people last year -- 

is among the highest in Italy. 
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20MPH RESEARCH STUDY FINDINGS 

 

The Department of Transport has published its report into the 

effectiveness of 20mph speed limits which comprises two report one of 

which gives the headline findings and the other a more technical 

document.  

 

In 2014, Atkins, AECOM and Professor Mike Maher of University College 

London, were commissioned to evaluate the effectiveness of 20mph 

(signed only) speed limits, based on 12 case study schemes in England and 

various comparator areas with a 30mph limit in place. 

 

The main purposes of which was to: 

 

•  Examine the perceptions and attitudes of different user groups towards 20mph speed limits 

•  Strengthen the evidence base regarding the effectiveness of 20mph limits 

•  Inform future policy development on 20mph speeds and limits at a national and local level 

•  Identify lessons learned regarding the implementation and monitoring of 20mph signed only 

speed limits, to guide local authorities considering introducing 20mph limits 

 

The study found that the majority of 20mph limits have been implemented on roads where the 

average speed prior to implementation was typically less than 24mph and seem to have been 

implemented on the basis that they would be self-enforcing with no expectation of additional 

police enforcement. Whilst there would appear to be considerable support for the appropriate use 

of 20MPH limits to date the evidence available shows no significant change at present in collisions 

and casualties in the majority of the case studies. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

CYCLING AND WALKING INVESTMENT STRATEGY 

 

The Department for Transport has published a two-year road safety action plan comprising 50 

measures designed to protect vulnerable road users, combat road rage 

and increase levels of walking and cycling. 

 

The action plan has considered the feedback from over 14,000 people and 

organisations who responded to the Cycling and Walking Investment 

Strategy safety review call for evidence. The plan will give councils 

powers to tackle parking in cycle lanes, and they will be encouraged to 

spend around 15% of their local transport infrastructure funding to boost 

walking and cycling. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at:  

https://www.grahamfeest.com/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE UK 

ROAD SAFETY NETWORK 
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